
2018 NCHA
JUDGING CONTEST
CUTTING HORSE

We are proud to announce this year’s contest  will include:
FFA/4-H Senior Youth Division (14-18 year-old) 

as well as the College Division
For more information on the NCHA Cutting Horse Judging Contest, contact Jennifer Zoller, Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Horse Specialist at 979-862-5980, email: Jennifer.zoller@tamu.edu 

November 30 - December 1, 2018

In conjunction with the 2018 
NCHA World Championship 
Futurity in Fort Worth, TX.

Entry Deadline - Friday, November 2, 2018
Entry form can be found at www.nchacutting.com

Submit entry form and payment to Tammy Kimmel, NCHA - 260 Bailey Ave, Fort Worth, Texas  76107-1862

GIST BUCKLES -
1st place team
2nd place team
Individual Champion and Reserve

CASH PRIZES -
1st place team	 $2,000
2nd place team	 $1,500
3rd place team	 $1,000
4th place team	 $750
5th place team	 $500

TROPHIES -
1st place team
2nd place team
3rd place team
Individual Champion and Reserve

2018 Prizes:
Each for Senior Youth Division(14-18) and College Division.   (more prizes tba)



2018 NCHA Intercollegiate Judging Contest Guidelines 
Written Exam: (150 pts) 

• Closed rulebook test will be taken from Judges and Judging Rules sections of the rulebook (2018 
rule book pages 100 – 150) 

• Exam will be multiple choice and answers submitted on a scantron  
Penalty Clip Test: (150 pts) 

• Short video clips of runs will be shown, and contestants will have 30 seconds to designate what 
penalty or penalties, if any occurred during the video clip. 

• Runs with no penalties should be marked “NP” 
• There will be a multiple choice selection for each clip, answers will be submitted on a scantron 

Scoring two sets of 10 runs: 
• NCHA official judge’s cards will be used for scoring 
• Contestants will act as their own scribe 
• Contestants should place the draw number (1 thorough 10) in the “horse” column, not the 

exhibitors back number 
• Run content will not be evaluated when determining the contestant points, except that if the run 

content is left blank the contestant will receive -50 points on the score deviation.   
Score Deviations: (100 pts / set of 10) 

• Contestants receive or lose points based on how close each of their scores are to the official score. 
• Using the calculated average from the officials average (i.e. 70 for a 210; a 70 or 70 1

2
 for a 2101

2
).   

Deviation from official score Contestant score (+ or – from 100) 
0 +1 
-1/2 to +1/2 0 
-1 to +1 -1 
-1 ½ to +1 ½ -2 
-2 to +2 -3 
Etc. Etc. 

 
• Add or subtract points from a possible of 100.   
•  In cases of an official Zero Score that is missed by the contestant, or the contestant Zero Scores a 

horse that the officials did not Zero Score, the deviation will be -50 points for that horse. 
Placing Cuts: (250 pts / set of 10) 

• Using the calculated average from the officials average, cuts will be assigned as follows: 
Spread for officials average Cut 
0 0 
½ - 1 ½         1 
2 - 3 2 
3 ½ - 4 ½  3 
5 - 6 4 
6 ½ - 9 5 
9 ½ - 15 6 
>15 7 
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