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MoSquitoeS

M osguitoes have four life stages: egq, larvae, pupae
and adult. Eggs are usually [aid inwater or areas that
are flooded by water. Larvae e in |
water and are often called wigolers. B I;‘
Fupae are mostly found on the surface i
of water. VWhen the surface of the
water is disturhed, they move away in a tumbling motion
giving them their name "tumblers” Adults are the only
nan-water stage of mosguitoes.

Adults often sit in thick vegetation during the day.
Malesfeed an liguid carboby drates such as nectar.
Females feed on nectar as well, but also require a blood
tmeal before they can produce egos.

Adult mosguitoes I e for about one month, depending
on environmental conditions. Some adults can travel
over a mile from their breeding site, but most species
stay within 200 v ards of the ariginal site. Since adults

can be adept at 4 ’

: : : i s
fiying, it can make creating a < e
mosguito management 7 H‘-""#

program difficult at times.

- s B s B s s B s B s B B . . .

Eliminate breeding sites

+ reduce standing water

+ repair leaky pipes and faucets

+ use Bt or fish in ponds that cannot be drained
Reduce hahitats for adult mosguitoes

+ keep grass mowed

+ trirm foliage on plantsto allowe air circulation
Avoid contact with mosguitoes

+ lkeep screens in good repair

+ avoid peak mosguito hours- dusk & dawn

+ Use repellent onyour self &your pets

+ wear loose fitting long sleeves & long pants
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Chigoers are the parasitic stage of a commaon mite
that inthe adult stage are bright red and often called
redbugs. The parasitic stage crawls onto plants and
waits for a host. Usually hosts are rodents, livestock,
hirds, reptiles, but humans can be an accidental host.
Chiggers are often common in damp areas with (o
shrubs or tall grass orweeds.

When a human enters a chigger infested area, the
chigger crawwls upward going under clothing to find a
suitable spot to settle down and feed. They commonby
feed in areas where clothing is tightly fitted such as
around sock or underwear or they may feed in the
armpit area ar behind the knees.

Mary people think that chiggers burrosy into the skin
ar suck blood, both of which are untrue. They inject a
digestive enzyme into skinwhich dissolves tissue that
isthen sucked up by the chigger asfood. Tissue
around the feeding area hardens into a feeding tube,
called a stylostome, which is left behind when the
chigger is dislodged. Itching and irritation of a chigger
hite result from the body dissolving the feeding tube left
hehind by the chigger.
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+ wear protective clothing- tightly wos en long pants &
[ong sleev es

+ tuck pants into hoots & button sleeves & collar of
shirt

+ use repellent containing DEET aor picaridin

+ |aunder clothes after each wear

+ take awarm, soapy bath or shower after heing in a
chigger-infested area

+  lkeep lawn mowed short

+ hydrocortisone creams andl or antihistamines may
reduce discomfort from itching caused by hites




WebWormMs

Webwarms attack a variety of plants including frui, not
and ornamental trees and shrubs.  Infestations are rareby
fatal, but if they occur repeatedly mver several yvears, they
cah stress trees and make them mare susceptible to
drought, disease ar other insect pests.

Full grosm swetmarm lardae are hu:uut aninch long.
are usually pale P! ;'_' o e ;
green to yelow with tufts B e
of long black and white
hairs. The adult moth is
white with srrall, dark

The

spots onthe front wings Welnwarms create webhing in
which they feed. Webbing often covers entire hranches
since webwiorms expand webhing as they run out of leaves
to feed on within the weh.

Encourage customers to inspect trees that usualby
hecome infested and remove [eaveswith egy masses

found on the underside. Webhbing
may also he removed from trees,
if reachahble, by using a stick ar
biroom. When webhing is high

in atree, high pressure water
spray may be used to knock
wwebhing down. If possible,
wehs can be pruned fromthe
tree. Openswehs using a broom
orwater hose to allow benficials
to enter the wehbs.

Bacllivs thuringlensis kurstakl isa hiological pesticide
that targets caterpillars. Other products include active
ingredients such as spinosad, oyfluthrin, permethrin,
carbary| or acephate. Acephate is a systemic pesticide
andistaken into the plant tissue. Read the label to check
what plants it may be used on. All chemical [ahels should
be read and followed.
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Chinch bugs can be very damaging to lawns in Texas.
Chinch bug damade showwes up as irregular patches of
dead or tyving grass surrounded by a halo of yellowing
grass. Damage areas often increase in size asthe
infestation expands and can rapidly gro in sZe,
especially in hot, dny weather,

Chinch bug adults are approximately
1168-1i5 of an inch long with black bodies
andwhite wings, Eachwinghasa
triangular black marking. Immature
chinch hugs are stmaller than adults
and havewing pads or no wings.
Mymphs, ar immatures, that have recently hatched are
pinkish with a white band across their back., With each
malt, mymphs groe more similar in appearance to the
adults, eventually becoming black to brownist-hlack.

Todetermine if turf damage is from chinch bugs,
wisually inspect the turf. Look at the horder hetween the
dead and dying grass. Part the grass with your hands
and look for chinch bugs crawling around. Another
tmethod isto cut both ends from a coffee can and keep it
filled weith weater for 510 minutes and see if the bugs float
to the top.

Toavoid chinch bug prohlems, resistant varieties of turf
fmay be used. If turf cannot be replaced, try to keep
thatch to a minimum to reduce Iving areas for the chinch
bugs. Technigues for reducing thatch include: proper
mowing, using a mulching moawer when possible,
aerating the lawn, top dressing the lawn, fertilizing
properk and waterng properh

Chemical treatrments for chinch bugs come in liguid
and granular form.  Granular treatments can be applied
with & fertilizer spreader and watered into the grass. If
chinch hugs are isolated in a paticular part of the lawn,
perform a spot treatment for the given area. Make sure
to read and followe all label instructions
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For more information, contact:
Wizzie Brown, Extension Program Specialist- 1P
512,854 9600
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